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Baldwin Apartments C. 1870 

Chestertown 

private. 

The Baldwin Apartments building is one of several vernacual mid-nineteenth 

century brick dwellings in Chestertown and, like most, is trimmed with the 

familiar and popular Greek Revival features. It was built for Richard Hynson, 

and according to local historian Fred Usilton in his Chestertown: Gem City on 

the Chester (c. 1900), was considered one of the town's most fashionable 

additions when i t was built. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

K-330 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 
HISTORIC K-330 

AND/OR COMMON 

Baldwin Apartments 

LOCATION 
STREET81 NUMBER 

105 Water S t r e e t 
CITY. T O W N C O N G R E S S I O N A L DISTRICT 

Chestertown — '̂CINITV OF F i r s t 
STATE COLLNTY 
Maryland Kent 

CLASSIFICATION 
CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

X.BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

_PUBUC 

J?PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUIS IT ION 

—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

—OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
—YES RESTRICTED 

_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_ N 0 

PRESENT USE 
AGRICULTURE 

—COMMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

—MUSEUM 

^PARK 

^PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

— RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

XQTHER a^pts 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

George and Esther Baldwin Te lephone # ; 778 0622 
STREET* NUMBER 

Morgnec 
STATE , Z i p , c o d e CITY. TOWN 

Chestertown VICINITY OF Maryland 21620 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

Office of the County Clerk 

COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC 

L i b e r #: EHP 44 
F o l i o #: 305 

STREET* NUMBER 

Kftnt County Covuit House 
CITY. TOWN 

Chestertown Maryland 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

none 
DATE 

—FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



DESCRIPTION K-330 
C O N D I T I O N CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED _UNALTERED ^.ORIGtNAL SITE 

3QCOO0 _RUiNS A L T E R E D _ M O V E D DATE 

_FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

• DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This building is on the southeast (river) side of Water Street between Maple and 
High Streets in Chestertown and is set close to the street and to its neighbors 
on both sides. It occi^jies most of Water Lot 13 on the Original Plot of Chester-
town. 

It is a 3-story brick^^imili nuwimil iiljli building\ 3 bays wide and 2 deep, with 
a flat or very low hip roof, invisible from the stTeet. There is a continuous 
brick addition to the rear that has its own distinct cornice. 

There is a Greek Revival entrance portico in the middle bay of the facade that 
has two pairs of square columns across the front and two half-pillars against 
the facade. The base of the porch is brick, and it is mounted tram either side 
by wood steps. There arevDod turned balusters across the front. There is a 
iouble-door which is paneled with semi-circular arched panels in the top 
section and square panels below. There are 3- pane sidelights on either side 
and a U-pane transom above. The doors are framed by pilasters tooped by 
scroll brackets. The cornice has brackets with ornamental pendents, and the 
roof is flat. 

The brickwork is laid in com̂ ôn bond. The basement vrindows have flat arches. 
Both windows on the first story and all three on the second have limestone sills 
and window hoods supported bjr scroll brackets. The middle window on the second 
story has sash sidelights and double brackets supporting its bood, similar to 
the corresponding window (front and rear) on the Whitsitt house down the block 
(2B3: ̂ ront). The windows are all double hung sash and decrease in size from the 
first to the third story. First and second story windows are 6/6, those on 
the third are 2/2, and all have louvered shutters. 

The main cornice is very deep and is supported by over-sized ornate brackets 
with ornamental pendents and with rosettes on their fades. The facia board 
extends down over the lintils of the third story windows. 

The southwest 'right) elevation has two windows on each stoiy and an additional 
small l/l window on the third story in the front comer. The two main third 
story windows aooear to be the oh]y original windows on this elevation* there 
is new brickwork around all other windows on all three floors. The first and second 
story windows have flat arches. 

The Northeast (left) elevation has the s ame window arrangement as the southwest, 
but lacks the extra window on the third story. 

The large addition section has a variety of windows, built to accomodate the various 
apartments it contains. It has a plain box cornice. At least the southwest half 
of part of it was built before 1877, as it shows on the 1877 Map of Chestertown, 

• * 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 
-PREHISTORIC 

— 1400 

_15(X) 

— 1600 

— 1700 

-XISOO 

— 1900 

1499 

1599 

1699 

1799 

1899 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

—ARCHEOLOGY PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

.ARCHITECTURE 

— A R T 

—COMMERCE 

— C O M M U N I C A T I O N S 

_ C O M M U N I T Y PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

- E D U C A T I O N 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— L A W 

— LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

— M U S I C 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

K-330 

.RELIGION 

.SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

-SOCI ALy HUMANITARIAN 

-THEATER 

-TRANSPORTATION 

-OTHER (SPECIFY) 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT R i c h a r d H y n s o n ' s f a t h e r SPECIFIC DATES l 8 7 0 ' S 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE' 

The land that lies betweeen 103 Water Street and 109 Vfeter Steeet, Tnost of Water 
Lots 12 and 13, that is now occupied by River House and 105, cane into the nineteenth 
century with just River House oh it and in the hands of Peregrine Leatherbxiry. 
Leatherb\zry left the property to his daughter, Mary, wbojnarried Dr. George 
Wsishington Thomas. She left the property with River House on it, to Peregrine 
Leatherbury Wickes, her nephew, who sold it to his brother, Ezekial L, Wickes 
for $U000. Ezekial died and the property came into dispute. It was sold off 
by Joseph A. Wickes,as Trustee,to William H, ItaobEKK (Dr.) for $U525 in 186?, 

Meeteer 
That sale included River House and the rest of the river property—equivalent 
to nearly another full river lot. It also included ij lots across the street. 
Town Lot 13 and the southwestern half of lU. There were no substantial dwellings 
on either 13 or the moiety of lli. (Meetenr had already bought the other half Ik from 
the Perkins in I863 with 110 Water Street on it.) Meettjer soon sold off everjrt*iing 
on the river side of the street and all of 13 and most of that part of ih he'd 
bought from the Wickes estate to Richard Hynson in 1870. He kept a small piece 
of the southwestern half of ik and the northeastern half eith 110 Water on it 
for his office and residence, 

Hynson had 105 built next to River House (by his father, Fred Usilton tells us 
in Chester-town' 3em City on the Chester)and then sold off River House to M.E, 
Brown in 1877. We nickup this information from several supportive sources^ the 
deed of the sale of River House to Brown refers to its "joining the residence 
of Richard Hynson and the property of Colonel Edward Wilkins" (109 Water Street); 
the Map of Chestertown (187?) shows us 105 V/ater '̂ treet in its prsent location 
vrith Hyson's name on it; and the^e are a sentence or two from Usilton, though 
without any date. 

The subsequent history of the house is of less interest and involves the transformation 
of Hynson*s "handemme new residence" into a rental property. 

This is an attrac-t-.ive nineteenth century "vernacular" tovm dwelling, trimmed as 
a-e many of the mid-century Chestertown houses, with jreek Revival features. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



K-330 
MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ^ 1 3 0 S Q U a r e f e e t 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION—Begirinirig OH the southeasterly aids of Front '̂ 'trest at 
a point distant northeasterly from the southeast corner of High and Front Streets 280,5 
feet; thence running along the said southeasterlyside of Front Street a distance of U7 feet, 
7 inches to the line of the land of Elizabeth ffi. Brown ; thence at right angles to the 
said southeasterly line of Front Street and along the line of the said E.G. Brown for a 
distance of 108 feet, mce or less, to the mean high water line of Chester River; thence 
alonf Chester River and in a southwesterly direction a distance of U? feet, 7 inches to 
the line of the lards of A, Sidney Turner and ̂ era J. Turner; thence along said Tupner lands 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR^COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

and on a l i n e a t r i gh t angles to the southeaster ly side of Front Street a distance of 
f ea t , iTKMRfc o r ' l e s s , t o the place of beginning, q^otiftining ^130 square feet of l and m/1 

STATE COUNTY 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Robert Neill Historic Sjte Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust/ Town of Chestertown April, 1976 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 



K-330 

Su'Timary of T i t l e Search: 105 Water S t r e e t 

Richard Iresham Sinyth t o Por-egrine Leatherbiiry FF 7 132 (178?) fel200 
Al l of Watfer Lots 12 and 13 inc lud ing (probably) River House 

Peregr ine Leatherbury t o Mary S. Thomas (h-'s daughte r ) Wi l l s Liber 8 107 (iBOl) 
• I 

Mary S, Th-Tmas t o Pe reg r ine Leath^-bury VJickes (nephew) Wil l s J ?3 1 305 (l8U9) 

Per«egrine L. ^-^ickes t o E z e k i a l Wickes -JKH 1 775 ( i860) /r«>oO 

Joseph A, \'J±ckes, Trus tee for E s t a t e of Wickes t o William H. Mest'?er JKK9 l;53 (l367)$U525 
(River House, r e s t of Water l o t 1 3 , Tovm Lot 13 and ha l f of lU) 

William H. Meeteer t o Richard Kynson DOB 5 371 (l870) recorded in l'^79 $1;000 
(!ieeteer r e t a i n s p a r t of the ha l f of lU he bought f ron the Wickes) 

/^jnson s e l l s off River House to K . 3 . Brown i n 1877 for $325o7 DOB 3 3 9 ^ 
(Deed Mentions 105) 

Richard Hynson t o Caro l ine Hynson Wi l l s TRS 1 UO (1883) 

Carol ine Hynson iiriLlls lOp to her daugh te r , Augusta Slay with the p r o v i s i o n t h a t i f 
she d e c l i n e s i t , i t s h a l l be so ld and t h e proceeds d iv ided among s e v e r a l l e g a t e e s . 
I f fiugusta Slay accep t s i t , i t i s he r s f o r the l i f e of he r and her husband and then 
sold off . Wi l l s JRC 1 29'4 (1908) 

Hynŝ on h e i r s t o l eo rge W. Baldwin RAS U 270 (1929) Highest Bid . $6000 

"eorge W. Baldwin t o ^ r n e s t Cookerly and back again t o secure t i t l e . EH? h.k 305/309 (1972) 



1- STATE M a r y l a n d 

COUNTY K e n t 

TOWN Chestertown VICINITY 

STREET NO. 105 Water S t r e e t 

ORIGINAL OWNER Richard Hynson 

ORIGINAL USE dwelling 

PRESENT OWNER Geo. W. Baldwin 

PRESENT USE apartments 

WALL CONSTRUCTION b r i c k 

NO. OF STORIES 3 

K-330 
HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY 

2. NAME 105 Water Street 

DATE OR PERIOD C . 1 8 7 1 

STYLE V i c t o r i a n 

A R C H I T E C T 

BUILDER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC NO 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE Endangered NO Inter ior Exterior fair 

6- LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 7. PHOTOGRAPH 

3- PUBLISHED SOURCES fA" *o r . Title, Poges) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

9- NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE dF RECORDER 

DATE OF RECORD 11/4/70 
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Chain of Title 
105 Water Street 

Kent County Courthouse 
Chestertown 

Deed RAS 4/270 January 2, 1930 

to George W. Baldwin & wife 

from R. Hynson Rogers, et al. 

$6,000 

Beginning for the same on the South Easterly side of Front Street at a point 
distant North Easterly from the South East corner of High and Front Streets, 
280.5 feet, thence running along the said southeasterly side of said Front Street, 
a distance of 47 feet 7 inches. 

Land Records RAS 4/153 November 1, 1929 

to S. Scott Beck 

from Helen H. Kramer et al. 

to sell 
her share of property on Water Street 

Deed RAS 3/308 May 10, 1929 

1/2 - to Mary Rogers Henry & R. Hynson Rogers 
1/2 - to Caroline Hynson Stollenwerch, Helen Hynson Kramer, Eugenia 

Hynson, Alice Hynson Warner, & Mary Rogers Hynson 

from Mary E. Slay 

lot + 
including other parcels of ground 
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Deed DCB 5/371 Sept. 21, 1870 
Rec. Dec. 6, 1879 

to Richard Hynson 

from William H. Meeteer & wife 

See Denton-Weeks House file 

(This includes parts of water lots 12 & 13 -- but, Denton-Weeks lot & house is 
sold off - see DCB 3/390 -- & the Hynsons keep only a small portion.) 

Hynson builds the present brick house, 105 Front Street. 







K-330 
Baldwin Apartments 
105 Water St. 
Chestertown 
Chestertown Quad. 
Kent County 










